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Chapter 1 - Wendelin Becomes a Father

"Uu───ugh...it still hasn't been born...?"

Soon after the graduation of Agnes' group and the talk with Doushi about his past, Elise finally 
went into labor. As a soon-to-be father I wanted to stay by her side, but in this world men are not 
allowed to enter the room where the child is being born.

Even the midwife and healers, who Cardinal Hohenheim had arranged for, were all women. The 
only men involved with childbirth were doctors, but even they were surprisingly not allowed to 
enter the room of the laboring woman during the birth.

"Still not...? Not yet...?" I've been single-mindedly waiting outside the room where Elise was giving
birth.

Since I've gotten too bored and extremely frustrated, I open a nearby window to get some fresh air. 
Thereupon, I spotted a huge tree. Since I can see many leaves continuously falling to the ground 
after being shaken off by the wind, I repeatedly shoot minuscule 『Fireballs  』 at them.

If you're asking why I'm doing something like that, the answer would be that I couldn't endure 
worrying without doing anything as my emotions are too riled up. Given that it calms my mind and 
also serves as special magic training, I'm killing two birds with one stone here.

There's no other meaning to it.

"I'm going to call it 『Fire Gun』. Are any more leaves going to fall...?"

Quickly running out of targets, I sit down on my chair again, and begin to nervously tap a foot. I 
never had the habit of doing something like that in my two lives, but I feel like it allows me to calm 
down a bit.

"U───uh."

However, I quickly lose my composure again, so I take Master's book out of my magic bag this 
time, and begin to read it. I scan through everything Master has written down, wondering whether I 
might have missed any knowledge or magic useful for childbirth.

"Nothing...a spell helping with childbirth...ah, Master was a man...besides, he was single..."

Since it's a book I've received more than ten years ago, I've read it to such an extent that I remember
each and every single word in it, so it's impossible for me to discover anything new.

"Next is..."

Because I've become irritated again, I take out an empty magic gem and try to store some mana in 
it...
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"The magic gem twinkles so nicely! How beautiful...bah, that's only natural, isn't it!?"

It's common knowledge that a magic gem glows if you pour mana into it.

"Wend, give it a rest and calm down, will you?"

"Well, but, you see..."

"Nothing will change even with you getting flustered."

Erw, who's waiting for Elise's delivery with me, cautions me to settle down.

"Isn't it somewhat late?"

"Only two hours have passed so far. Won't it take some time since it's Elise's first child?"

I guess Erw got some knowledge about childbirth. During my life so far, I never got in contact with 
childbirth... In my previous life I had a brother who was one year younger than me, but of course it's
impossible for me to remember the time of his birth.

In this world, I was the youngest child, and since the men were chased out even more fervently than
now when Amalie-san gave birth to her children, I don't know anything about it.

"Erw, you sure are well-informed."

"There were many childbirths back home. It's not like I helped out with those, but there were many 
cases where it took the midwife half a day or a day to come running. Though some of them were 
quite fast."

I see, so he's watched childbirths by the residents of his parent's territory. I was busy with my magic
training, so I never paid any attention to that.

"Wend-kun, drink this and calm down a bit."

As I'm chatting with Erw, Amalie-san hands me a cup filled with mate tea.

"At times like these, it's bad if the father isn't a tower of strength."

"Meaning?"

"It'd be best for you to simply sit here in silence."

"Got it."

My mind finally calmed down after I got cautioned by Amalie-san.

"Oh man, it's good that you're here with us, Amalie-san..."
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◇◆◇

A lot of time has passed...I wonder how many hours it's been...? Erw and I continue to wait 
stoically. I wonder, does smoking a cigarette at such times distracts one better?

I tried one during my time at university in my previous life, but it didn't do me any good as I ended 
up choking horribly. Since this world has no cigarettes, I'd need to produce it from scratch by 
myself.

No, if I search, I might find some, but I don't really know what tobacco leaves look like. It didn't 
pique my interest so far since it's no food...though I might have know the full account if I got a job 
over at ○Ｔ.

Well, I wouldn't have had any chance with such an elite company anyway...oops, I'm digressing.

"Since Burkhart-san isn't here, there's no way to drink some wi..."

"Even if he was here, this isn't the time to drink alcohol, is it...?"

"No clue."

Burkhart-san loves his booze above all, so I wouldn't be surprised if he were to start a drinking bout
in this place either.

"Wait, the move to distract your mind with alcohol..."

"Stop it. The idea is retarded!"

Immediately after I get warned by Erw that it's wrong to have a drinking bout when your own child 
is being born, I can hear a baby loudly crying from the room where Elise is giving birth.

My child has finally been born.

『Ogyaa───a!　Ogyaa───a!』

"Wend!"

"Erw!"

"It was born!"

"Yeah!"

I try to open the door in a hurry, but it's still locked.

"He───ey! You can already open up, can't you!?"
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『Ah, yes. We're going to open it right away』

Once I tell them to open the door, I hear the midwife answering from within. As expected of a true 
veteran, she isn't perturbed at all. I guess it's the proper attitude since everyone would likely become
anxious if the midwife panicked during the birth.

She opens the door's lock while answering carefreely. And in the instant a small crack appears as I 
pull on the door, a dazzling light floods out from inside the room.

"Magic light?"

"What's with this radiance?"

When I hurriedly enter the room with Erw, a shining baby enters our field of view. The one emitting
the dazzling light is the baby that was just born by Elise.

"Nothing less of my child. It's already shining. No, it's got a wonderful charisma that doesn't 
resemble me at all."

"You're already acting like a doting parent, or what!? But, do babies shine like this normally? It's 
definitely got something to do with magic."
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The baby's glow disappeared after one hour, but when I checked its mana, it had an amount of mana
at the level of an elementary magician, despite having just been born. It was at this very moment 
that Arnest's claim about my babies very likely all becoming magicians unexpectedly turned into 
reality.

◇◆◇

"Elise, it's a shining, healthy boy. You did awesome."

"Thanks, I'm happy that he's healthy."

Since the baby is safe and sound, I first talk to Elise while casting healing magic on her to alleviate 
her exhaustion somewhat. It's the healing magic I don't use overly often since it's inferior to Elise's, 
but now it's a good help after a long time of not using it.

"I'm relieved that it's a boy."

Elise must have been expected to give birth to a boy by her family. Because she managed to 
accomplish this, she now looks very relieved. Though I'm simply happy that it's been born safely 
without a care about the gender.

"Earl Baumeister-sama, considering it is Elise-sama's first child, I am relieved that it was an easy 
delivery. It finished almost without the need to use healing magic to soften the labor pains."

The veteran midwife Cardinal Hohenheim sent here informs us that it was born a lot faster than 
planned. Just for caution's sake, several priestesses capable of using healing magic have been 
waiting here on standby as well, but it looks like they didn't have much to do.

It's common knowledge in this world that healing magic will be frequently used by priests if it's a 
long and complicated delivery. However, it has the condition that it's limited to people of status 
who can afford to call healers over. Ordinary people bear their children while shouldering the risks, 
just as it happened in ancient Japan.

"I see, that's wonderful."

It means the perfect superwoman Elise has demonstrated her perfection even during childbirth.

"How adorable. His hair color resembles mine, huh...?"

His face still looks like that of a monkey, but the baby has inherited the strong, light brown hair 
color, characteristic of the Earl Baumeister House. I'm sure this boy is going to become a handsome
guy. It's said that boys resemble their mothers. so he probably won't become a loner like me.

"Dear, please give this child a name."

"Oh right...I had many candidates, but I'll make sure to decide properly."
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I've been preparing to name my children for quite some time now, but in the middle of it I got quite 
confused about what name to go with. I ended up brooding over it on end as I felt like I'd find a 
better name as soon as I decided on a specific one. This has continued for the entire last week.

"Please go ahead then."

"Cardinal Hohenheim didn't say anything about wanting to name him?"

For the sake of his beloved granddaughter he dispatched priestesses capable of healing and an 
excellent midwife who's likely contending for number one or two in the capital. Those women seem
to be superb enough to even assist with the birth of royalty.

Having gone this far, he might have asked to be allowed to name the child.

"Grandfather told me that you should be the one to name it, no matter what. Because this child is 
going to become the heir of the Earl Baumeister House."

Even if this boy might be his great-grandson, it's still going to be the next patriarch of another Earl 
House. I guess it wouldn't make any sense for Cardinal Hohenheim to name it.

"Wend, you still haven't decided?"

"Somehow I can't quite narrow it down to one name."

"It's fine to name the child in a few days, but this child is shining very brightly, isn't it?"

It's already a written fact that this boy is going to become the next Earl Baumeister. Rather than 
that, the point about it having inherited the trait of being a magician, which shouldn't normally be 
hereditary, stands out as odd. The mysterious phenomenon of its dazzling glowing at the time of its 
birth ─ did the same happen when Wendelin was born?

I'm kinda scared to ask father since I feel like I'd unnecessarily stir up a hornet's nest...

"Elise, have you ever heard about a phenomenon like this?"

"No, it's my first time to encounter it."

Elise immediately places the baby at her breast to allow it to suck some milk. It looks like the baby 
quite readily accepts the offer to drink.

Erw had left the room before that. After all it would be improper for him to see the breast of his 
lord's wife, and as Elise's friend, he took her feelings into consideration.

◇◆◇
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