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Chapter 5 - Blacklist





"I have some free time until the duel against the former Duchess Philip. Now then, what should I do?" (Lisa)



My pupil and junior, Katia, got married to Earl Baumeister.

Various complicated emotions are welling up within me, but for now it doesn't matter.

The problem I should consider above all is about Katia, who should have reached the limit of her mana growth long ago, having raised her mana.

In short, there's a secret to Earl Baumeister who married Katia.

If I find it out, I might be able to increase my mana as well.

Having said that, the results at present go as far as having settled for a duel against the former Duchess Philip who is shielding Earl Baumeister, huh?

I can consider it as having deceived them skilfully, but no matter how much of a famous magician I might be, I can't meet Earl Baumeister so easily, and entering the mansion is impossible, too.

The other side should be quite vigilant, too.

I have to obediently wait until the day of the duel...no, I need information, no matter how trivial it might be.

It might turn into a hint for the reason why Katia's mana grew.

In that case, it's essential to get as close to Earl Baumeister as possible.



"How can I approach Earl Baumeister...?" (Lisa)



I won't go as far as saying...it's for the sake of obtaining a hint, but since I had nothing to do, I showed up at the adventurer guild in Baulburg once again for the time being.

Before that...I have turned up here just yesterday to let them know about my whereabouts.

It's likely for nominated requests to appear for an excellent magician.

You're free to accept or not, but notifying the guild about your whereabouts as much as possible is common sense, or rather, good manners.



"Yo." (Lisa)



"Lisa-san? What a pleasure."



The young male employee at the guild's reception looks somewhat tense the moment he sees me.

Am I that scary?



"You got a job where I don't need to go far away?" (Lisa)



There's around three weeks left until the duel.

If I go to another place for a nominated request, I might not be in time for the duel in the case of an unforeseen accident.

I suppose I will kill some time by accepting a request catered towards magicians that can be done around Baulburg.



"A one-time request suitable for you, Lisa-san?"



"That's right." (Lisa)



"There is one."



I’m surprised that there's suddenly a job fitting my criteria.

After all, I might be watched by the Earl Baumeister House.

Even if there might be a shortage in manpower, I thought that there's no way for there to be a request because of the Earl Baumeister House.



"Is it fine for me to take it?" (Lisa)



"Umm, that is, it looks like a noble personage is going to visit the Earl Baumeister House very soon, and his retainers say they would like additional guards."



I see, bodyguard for an important person, huh?

It might be the guarding of a high-ranking noble, but going by how the young employee talks about it, it feels more like increasing the guards just for caution's sake, and not so much that there's imminent danger to the target.



"It appears to be just in case, but we can't send around unskilled people. Since you're an excellent magician, we can leave it to you without having to worry, Lisa-san."



I feel like this young employee is still afraid of me, but since I'm someone who does her work properly, I seem to be trusted on that part.

After all there are many excellent adventurers and magicians who aren't suited for this kind of work.



"Understood. Let me take the job." (Lisa)



It's convenient since I will be able to get close to Earl Baumeister since the target is going to meet with him.

It's highly likely that he has something to do with the reason for Katia's increase in mana.



"Given that there's the confirmation of the terms, please follow me inside."



"Got it." (Lisa)



At such times I think that it's good for me to always finish my work reliably.

Even if the other party is a high-ranking noble, my chance to approach them will surely come around thanks to that.





＊　　　＊　　　＊





"Milord, please have a look at this list." (Roderich)



"Thanks, Roderich." (Wendelin)



It might seem as if I'm always doing nothing but hunting, gathering materials, and public works, but even I do the work of a noble occasionally.

Being handed documents by Roderich, I have to check those.

The main points have been summarized, but it's necessary for me to properly read it to confirm the contents.

I'm trusting Roderich, but this is also one of the distinctions as family head.



"A list of people not allowed to be employed, eh...?" (Wendelin)



"No matter how much we might lack hands, employing these people will instead cause troubles." (Roderich)



Because the Earl Baumeister House is basically short of workers, candidates for working under us will be put to use as long as they haven't done anything majorly bad.

Though, if they want to get promoted, they will need responding abilities.

However, we encounter various problems, and we have to also refuse people.

Mostly it's people who have caused big problems at the noble houses they served before, those who have been placed on the list of dangerous characters, and those who stole public funds, got violent towards their coworkers after getting drunk, or made a move on the wives of other people.

Come to think of it, when working as a trading company man, I was once told by an important person: "Humans have the potential to fall through because of money, alcohol, and women (men)."

In addition, there are also cases where the person's abilities are far too lacking, but since we also have simple jobs to offer, we take them in if they are doing things seriously.

In order to not suffer a loss by employing such problematic characters without realizing, there seems to be blacklists going around among the nobles.

Roderich has apparently been entrusted with such lists by Margrave Breithilde, Minister Edgar, Minister Rückner, and so on.

『Everyone wants to create an obligation of gratitude with us』 I was told by Roderich.

But it seems better to obtain such lists from several big nobles.

There are always updates, and there are also people that will be listed or not, depending on the houses and factions.



"Is that Lisa-san listed?" (Wendelin)



"She's not, but I have grasped her information. Therefore there's no chance for her to get close to you, milord." (Roderich)



Lisa usually walks around in a flashy outfit, and she’s famous for taking quite harsh revenge against male adventurers who try giving her disadvantages or treat her like an idiot, but she appears to complete her work properly.

Because of that, her evaluation among nobles isn't bad.

Even if her appearance and tone as a free magician might be somewhat extreme, there's no problem with her in their eyes, since she finishes work in exchange for rewards.

If she was their daughter, they might have treated her differently, though.



"She might try to trespass into the mansion." (Wendelin)



"That's unlikely. I have increased the surveillance just in case, but she should obediently stay within our territory until the duel against Therese-sama. She might accept individual requests. But above all she has to care about her reputation as excellent magician." (Roderich)



Lisa has an extreme hate towards female magicians and adventurers being looked down upon by men.

Hence she seems to finish her work reliably as if to prove that she isn't inferior to men. Because her usual appearance is 'that', it's easy to misunderstand, however.



"You're saying she's a diligent person at her core?" (Wendelin)



"Maybe. If not for the matter with Katia-sama, there would be jobs I'd like to request her help, but...well, I guess I will send that share your and Katharina's way, milord." (Roderich)



"Oi..." (Wendelin)



So I'm visited by misfortune just because I'm targeted by Lisa?



"There's no way that I'm going to put you to work today, milord..." (Roderich)



"That's only natural. Earl Baumeister has plans with me today. It's a bit inelegant as present, but if it's a list of criminals, I brought it with me after the Kingdom's administration updated it."



"Oh, Your Highness the Crown Prince, excuse my discourtesy for not coming to greet you." (Wendelin)



"I don't mind. Today I'm traveling incognito."



A man suddenly enters my office as if to join our conversation.

He’s the crown prince of the Helmut Kingdom.

Not going out to greet him since he's traveling incognito, or rather, because of his too lacking presence, no one had noticed his arrival...there's no way for that to be true, is there?

Even though he's traveling incognito, it's impossible for no guards to accompany the crown prince.



"I took it with me, just in case. I'd like you to use it as reference."



"Thank you very much." (Wendelin)



"The development of the Baumeister Earldom has become the key to the growth of the Kingdom's southern region. Please don't mind it," the crown prince says amiably in a refined manner.



He's young, handsome, capable, and he's a person who gives you a good impression if you actually get in touch with him.

And yet, why doesn't this man stand out?

There's the impression that he's always hidden in the shadow of His Majesty.

It makes me wonder whether some kind of curse has been placed on him.



"Your Highness, aren't you busy with various matters?" (Wendelin)



"Somewhat. But, for the sake of today I finished my work at an accelerated rate."



It's because I previously told him that I'm inviting him to come to my territory. There's the matter with Lisa, but as it's not like I'm all that busy, he has visited me today.

As it would be pitiful to call it off this time because I’m busy dealing with a rude, female magician, seeing how he looked forward to it so much that he hurried to get his work done in advance, I didn't say anything.

It might have turned into lese majeste. Even Lisa shouldn’t scheme to get closer to me with the crown prince being present.



"It looks like you're going to take me along for a hunt, today."



"Yes. It's the exclusive hunting ground of the Earl Baumeister House where people usually don't trespass." (Wendelin)



"I'm looking forward to it since it looks like there will be plenty of game."



"By the way, what about today's guards?" (Wendelin)



"Of course they are waiting outside."



As expected, the crown prince of a country won't act by himself, huh?

If I had gone to the royal palace, he might have cut down on the number of people accompanying him, but since it looks like he has also visited other nobles' territories and areas under the direct control of the Kingdom until he arrived here, a considerable number of guards should be accompanying him. I guess the guards are waiting in the room for servants. It looks like he has already unloaded his luggage at one of the inns in Baulburg which Roderich had prepared for him and his entourage.



"We are fully prepared to guard you, Your Highness." (Roderich)



Leaving aside the hunting ground, since the inside of the mansion belongs to the territory of the Baumeister House, Roderich took responsibility and arranged for the crown prince's escort.



"We have assigned only those we are deeply trusting among the retainers of the Earl Baumeister House. I guess you could call it a blessing, but since there's an abundance of game even in places that aren't overly far away from Baulburg, it's a big help that it doesn't take time to station them." (Wendelin)



Though that alone means that there's still plenty of untouched nature in my territory.



"About that matter, my close aides are prone to worrying. They apparently increased my guards on a short notice. Of course I have heard that all of them are people that can be relied on, though."



"It's inevitable, considering the importance of Your Highness' safety." (Elise)



At that point Elise shows up, carrying a tea set, and starts to talk to His Highness.

There's no way that we can entrust the role of pouring tea for His Highness to Lea. This is why my first wife, Elise, is handling that task.

It tells him that we'd like him to wait while drinking tea until we are able to prepare the hunting ground.



"The wives are going to participate as well?"



"Of course, Your Highness." (Elise)



Elise replied that it's planned for her to accompany us as the one in charge of healing in case something happens while serving the tea for His Highness.

Ina and the others will join the hunt as well.

Since it's the visit of His Highness the Crown Prince, it would be disrespectful if my wives didn’t show up.

Welcoming him with the whole family is only normal.



"Earl Baumeister, your wives must be fairly skilled. There are few cases where the wives of nobles take part in hunting. I'm looking forward to it."



Well, usually that makes sense, doesn't it?

They definitely participate in banquets and dance parties, but it's rare for the wives of nobles to join hunts.

It might not be the same for low-ranking nobles, but royalty doesn't visit them in the first place.

Since I was told that the preparation of the hunting ground would take a bit longer, I checked the list of those not allowed to be employed.

I don't really understand what kind of people they are as the paper only lists the names of the people requiring special attention.



"Employing people is difficult, isn't it?"



"Indeed, Your Highness."



If there are employees supporting the Earl Baumeister House like Roderich, there are also people wrecking the houses they are working for.

No matter the organization, it's the people that are most important.



"Uh huh, I guess those guys came after all..."



His Highness discovered several names from among the names listed on our side's list of rejected people, and nodded in understanding.



"Your Highness, do you know them?" (Wendelin)



"They are basically capable. But, they aren't employed by any noble house."



"Why?" (Wendelin)



"They have zero will to cooperate, and only cause troubles around them."



That means even in this world it's not like it will be fine as long as you are just excellent.



"They can't control themselves even if employed on short term?" (Wendelin)



"Correct. If they are allowed to officially work for an administration, they become a bad influence towards other retainers. I think Roderich's decision is correct in these cases."



Roderich's and His Highness' opinions are aligned.



"It's a blacklist that anyone will agree with. For them to not be able to get hired in the current situation here means they must be quite bad fellows."



"I suppose, you're right."



Just as I handed the documents to Roderich after signing them, I was informed about the preparations of the hunting ground having been completed.

We head to the stable on the mansion's grounds, and depart to the hunting ground while riding horses.



"Earl Baumeister, you appear to be familiar with handling horses."



"More or less...after all I usually use magic to get anywhere." (Wendelin)



I think I became able to ride horses normally because of the civil war.

To the bitter end it didn't exceed normal levels of riding, though.

On the other hand, His Highness is skilled at riding a horse.

He has probably been taught how to be a good king since his birth.

Elise and the others have good reflexes, thus they are riding their horses skilfully.

Katharina hasn't such good motor reflexes, but because of her manners as noble, she regularly practices, improving her skill at horse-riding.



"Earl Baumeister-dono, do thee wish that I teach you later?" (Therese)



"Ah yeah, we have a person who studied how to become a good empress on our side as well." (Wendelin)



This time Therese accompanies us as well.

At first Therese declined, but His Highness invited her to come along by all means.

It seems he prefers hunting with a big number of people.

Even so, His Highness is someone with plenty of tolerance, isn't he? He’s talking with Therese, who should be troublesome for him to deal with in various ways, normally.

For some reason he isn't conspicuous, though.



"However, I'm more skilful at hunting." (Wendelin)



"I'm sure. I only experienced hunting as aristocratic socializing. I can't win in this regard against thee, Wendelin...oops, Earl Baumeister-dono who has been active as an adventurer." (Therese)



Because His Highness is present, Therese doesn't call me Wendelin, but Earl Baumeister-dono.



"Milady, I don't think it would be a problem if you called him as usual."



"It's because there are other people besides Thy Highness with us...let's take that as the sensible reply here." (Therese)



"The ones next to me are only my close aides. Above all, Wendelin and I are friends. Even if they know about the relationship between Wendelin and milady, there's no one here that would mention it to others. And even before that, if you consider the relationship between me and Wendelin, there's no need to worry."



"I see..." (Therese)



Therese nods in understanding.

His Highness had started calling me by my first name without me noticing, but no one pointed that out.

Everyone guessed that it would spoil His Highness' mood, if he were denied to do so.

For His Highness it appears to be of utmost importance to be my friend.



"Katia, you're also good at riding a horse, aren't you?"



"Since I can't travel with magic, I have properly learned horse-riding as a means of travel." (Katia)



Given that Katia also owns good reflexes, she handles her horse a lot more skilfully than I do.



"By the way, Your Highness. There's one thing I'd like to ask, if I may." (Katia)



"What is it, Katia-dono?"



Just what does that Katia want to ask His Highness?



"I heard that you employed new, temporary guards for the hunt, but were they introduced through Baulburg's adventurer guild?" (Katia)



"That's what I've heard. After all, the guild can provide capable, reliable adventurers."



Given that the adventurer guild would lose trust if they were to refer unskilled fellows, I'm sure they have introduced proper adventurers.



"Through the guild...?" (Katia)



Since the other party is His Highness, Katia uses honorific language for a change, but probably because of that, her voice gradually loses in strength.

She can't come up with any proper polite terms as she isn't used to it?

No, is there anything else worrying her?



"Katia, what's wrong?"



"You know...hubby..." (Katia)



"I'm pleased that you have come. I have been hired as bodyguard of His Highness on short notice, but the reconnaissance of the vicinity has already been finished. Of course I haven't done anything as foolish as frightening the game and letting it get away." (Lisa)



"Big Sis!" (Katia)



"Eh?"



There was someone who called out to us as soon as we arrived at the hunting ground. It’s someone we remember quite well...especially Katia.

I see, I guess this is the reason for Katia asking His Highness whether the new guards had been hired from the adventurer guild.



"You're the new guard, huh? You seem to be a famous magician. I didn't hear anything about you besides that, though."



"I'm called 『Lisa the Blizzard』."



"I have heard that name before. Take care of us today."



"Please leave it to me." (Lisa)



Once Lisa's appearance that would startle any normal person was seen by someone as good-natured by birth as the crown prince, they would probably feel, 『How unusual with her slightly eccentric get-up』.

However, since Lisa is a famous magician and adventurer who has been nominated for requests often by nobles even though she might look like this, she apparently has enough leeway to feign friendliness in front of His Highness.

Since even Katia is able to do it, it's no wonder that her senior, Lisa, can do the same, I suppose.



"Big Sis?" (Katia)



"Long time no see, Katia-dono. What a fine coincidence to meet you today." (Lisa)



"""""""..."""""""



As expected, even Therese feels flabbergasted by Lisa, who greets us with a barefaced lie.

I certainly didn't expect her to use such a method to get close to us.



"Katia-dono, is she an acquaintance of yours?"



"Umm...she has been my teacher in magic and adventuring..." (Katia)



"I see. The teacher of Katia-dono who plastered the streets of the capital with a written challenge against the nobles and us. That means I can ask for your protection with peace of mind. By the way, Lisa-dono, what about your bow?"



"Unfortunately archery isn't my forte, but I can use an interesting spell instead." (Lisa)



"I'm looking forward to that. Come and hunt with us as well, Lisa-dono."



"It's an honor, Your Highness." (Lisa)



"How could that be!" (Wendelin)



"Wendelin, is something wrong?"



"No, it's nothing." (Wendelin)



The magician called Lisa hasn't survived this long for show, huh?

For her to even outwit Therese and being able to legally join at our side went beyond my expectations.

This will be hard to handle for Katia, won't it?



"Katia-dono, it's great that you will be together with your teacher today, isn't it?"



"Hahaha...I don't feel anything but thanks towards Your Highness' kindness." (Katia)



There's no way that His Highness noticed Lisa's true feelings. He seems to be a person who acts while normally believing in the good of people, just like Elise.

He thinks that he did something very nice for Katia, albeit it being coincidence.

As noble of the Kingdom I'd like to be spared from directly telling him otherwise, though.



"(That spinster...she splendidly took her revenge for the last time...as long as we don’t reveal any faults while hunting normally...)" (Therese)



"(I guess you're right...)"



"Wendelin, is something wrong?"



"No, since Therese came hunting here the other day, I just listened a bit to her story from back then." (Wendelin)



"Your Highness, I just said that this is a good hunting ground with a lot of game." (Therese)



"That's reassuring."



His Highness seems to have fun since he doesn't know the circumstances at all, but once I casually look in Lisa's direction, she shows me a smile telling me "gotcha."



"(Hubbyyy...)" (Katia)



"(It will be fine as long you don't say anything unnecessary. Just focus on hunting.)" (Wendelin)



It's impossible that my secret trait would get exposed if we hunt normally.

Since Elise and the other should know as much without me explicitly telling them, it was no issue, but I still ended up feeling bothered by Lisa's tenacity.





＊　　　＊　　　＊





"To the last it's just for caution's sake, but it will also give your attendants a peace of mind, I think, Your Highness."



Once we arrive at the hunting ground, the retainers dispatched by Roderich do a final safety check, and head to their assigned position afterwards.

At last the hunting begins. Beaters, who were chosen by Roderich from among the retainers, herd the game in our direction.

Because it’s the hunt of a high-ranking noble and royalty, we don't move around on our horses while looking for prey.

I guess that part is different from hunting as an adventurer.



"Your Highness, it's a deer. Please shoot the first arrow."



"It's been a while. It would be nice if it hit."



Even though he says something like that, His Highness' archery skills are great.

The arrow, which he aimed quickly, stabs the head of the deer, succeeding in killing it with one shot.



"Nothing less of you, Your Highness."



"It's wonderful that it hit. I'm rarely invited on hunts after all."



"I see..."



Is he unable to go on hunts often since he's busy, or does no one invite him?

We make sure through eye signals to definitely not ask that.



"Erw! There's one!" (Wendelin)



"Please leave it to me!" (Erwin)



Next it’s Erw's turn, but he doesn’t bring it down in one go since the prey is a wild boar.

Without delay I shoot a second arrow, and the wild boar collapses to the ground.



"Wendelin, aren't you quite adept at this as well?"



"I have done it since my childhood, after all. In the past I couldn't eat any meat unless I managed to catch game." (Wendelin)



"I see."



The hunt continues, and everyone else also targets game one after the other.



"Since I don't use the bow usually, I can't really hit anything." (Ina)



"Me neither." (Luise)



Ina and Luise, who normally didn't practice archery, have poor results.



"Katharina, you're more skillful than I thought." (Wilma)



"Wilma-san, hunting as a hobby is good manners for a noble." (Katharina)



It looks like Katharina has trained her archery in secret.

Even though she misses several times, she succeeds in bringing down one rabbit.



"Though I can't hold a candle to you, Wilma-san." (Katharina)



"Hunting is my life." (Wilma)



"Those are rather philosophical words..." (Katharina)



Doubtlessly, the one most skilled at hunting among us is Wilma.

Nocking two arrows at the same time, she shoots them together, simultaneously bringing down two rabbits.



"Wow! Magnificent!"



As even His Highness can’t pull off such a feat, he praises Wilma from the bottom of his heart.



"It's no surprise that Minister Edgar adopted you as his daughter."



"What an amazing skill." (Therese)



While praising Wilma, Therese casually kills a rabbit, exhibiting her own skill.

Her being able to handle everything flawlessly is likely thanks to her education.



"This hunting ground has a dense population of game."



"Since it's close to Baulburg, we turned it into an exclusive hunting ground of the Earl Baumeister House in a hurry."



"Wendelin, you did that?"



"Roderich handled it."



"That's what I thought. If it's thee as the lord, thee can simply hunt prey by using 『Detection』 and flying over with your magic. The selection of a hunting ground makes no sense." (Therese)



"I don't think that’s true, though. After all there's plenty of untouched nature in the Baumeister Earldom."



There are plenty of places with such a dense quantity of game in the Savage Lands, and I could actually go hunting at many locations even without using the Baumeister House's exclusive hunting ground.

We chose this place today since it’s easy to protect guests here.

Provided that we would turn into targets for packs of wolves and bears if we were negligent, it was indispensable for the retainers to accompany us, though.



"However, thee are really bad at this, Katia." (Therese)



"I'm an expert at close combat, but suck at archery." (Katia)



Only Katia doesn’t manage to catch a single prey.

Her posture isn't all that strange, but she likely can’t aim well while worrying about Lisa.



"However, if the target is this close, it's my strong point..." (Katia)



In exchange, she brings down a deer that’s several meters away from us with one blow, using one of the throwing knives she wears at her waist.



"Magnificent, Katia-dono. All that's left...is for Lisa-dono to use her interesting spell?"



Lisa has skilfully buttered up to His Highness, but even if she’s next to us, it's impossible for her to learn the reason for Katia's increase in mana.

She observes us while looking slightly bored as guard of His Highness, but being ordered to demonstrate her unusual magic that can be used for hunting, she shows a little bit of motivation.



"She doesn't carry a bow with her." (Elise)



Elise, who had nothing to do as the one in charge of healing, stares at Lisa, who confirmed her targeted deer without having anything at hand, with a great curiosity, wondering what magic she would use.



"Katia, do you know what kind of magic she's going to use?"



"I have seen it several times, but since His Highness is present as well, enjoy watching it." (Katia)



"You're just saying that because it's a bother to explain it, aren't you?" (Luise)



"Just how much of an idiot am I in your mind, Luise!? It's not such a complicated spell!" Katia complains to Luise.



Lisa holds no bow in her hands, but she performs an action as if nocking an arrow with her empty hands.

As she does, an ice arrow is created at the same time as her mana rose.



"It's really amazing, but still a cliché."



"As conceivable."



"That's true, isn't it Wilma?"



I see, I suppose she will fire an 『Ice Arrow』 while using the motions of firing an arrow with a bow.

Once the deer is hit by the ice arrow which was released right away, its body is covered by a several centimeters thick ice layer, and it stops moving on the spot.



"Wend-sama, it's rock hard." (Wilma)



"Incredible."



"It's a convenient spell for people that don't have a magic bag."



Since the deer's meat and intestines won't degrade until the ice melts, it’s probably handy for the majority of the people not possessing a magic bag.



"Because it will be preserved for around half a day, it can be transported in the meanwhile, and then just has to be dismantled after the ice melted."



"I see. You came up with a well thought out spell there."



His Highness praises Lisa's magic.

Rather than showing off a flashy attack magic and stressing her weird appearance, she appeals to a noble man with the convenience and cleverness of her magic.

His Highness himself is excellent as well since he’s able to give the correct assessment of the magic used by Lisa just now. I guess she was also able to ascertain the person she should appeal to.



"(Even though she wears such a crazy get-up, it's still proof of her being called Lisa the Blizzard.)"



Katharina mutters to me with an expression showing that she can somewhat understand, but there's no way for an old lady...no, young lady, who only uses flashy magic in a gaudy outfit, to be evaluated as an excellent magician.

If it's Lisa, it’s only natural for her to have noticed the matter with Katia's mana.



"That's really something. My retainers were able to employ a good guard. I will rely on you for the time until I return to the capital."



"Please leave it to me." (Lisa)



His Highness is likely happy that an excellent guard had been hired, but we are forced into the unpleasant situation of constantly being observed by Lisa until His Highness goes back.



"(Therese-san, for a change you have been outwitted, haven't you?)"



"(It will be fine as long as we don't reveal anything. Or rather, even His Highness understands thy situation, Wendelin. There's no way anything will be revealed if thou spend thy time normally.)" (Therese)



The reason for Katia's increase in mana is the sex with me, but even Lisa wouldn't do something like peeking into the bedrooms of other people.

If her doing so were to be exposed to His Highness, she would lose all the trust and reputation she had built up until now in one go.



"Today was a large catch, wasn't it Wendelin?"



"It's because of Your Highness' skillful archery." (Wendelin)



This person can really do anything.

Maybe his basic abilities are even higher than those of His Majesty.



"Let's go back for now since it will lower the next amusement if we obtain too much today?"



"You're right, let's do so."



We finished the hunting after a few hours, and returned to Baulburg.

As His Highness was pleased with Lisa, it was decided that she would stay at his side as guard until he would return to the capital.



"(His Highness is a fairly generous man, isn't he? Even after seeing that get-up of Lisa-san, he seems to think nothing of it...)" Ina brought her horse close to mine, and whispered.



The close aides and other guards of His Highness whispered among each other while looking at Lisa with her outfit that made a big impact, but His Highness himself apparently didn't mind it.



"(He's certainly tolerant. It's because he's properly assessing the abilities of others.)"



"(Saying it nicely, you're right...)"



Saying it badly, he's quite the dense man...or it's also possible that his fashion sense is quite bad?



"(There's no way that can be true, though)"



"(Right...?)"



After we safely return to the mansion, we will have dinner together. It was scheduled for His Highness' group to stay at the mansion today.



"We will prepare dishes using the Baumeister Earldom's local specialties and today's catch."



"I'm looking forward to that."



Once His Highness and I arrived in front of the mansion while talking with our horses lining up next to each other, we noticed a single, middle-aged woman waiting for us there.



"Are you Earl Baumeister-sama?"



"Yes, that's correct, but...Your Highness?" (Wendelin)



"She's none of my attendants."



That middle-aged woman made an impression on me in a certain sense.

She had a plump figure, wore thick make-up and her clothes revealed the bad taste of a nouveau riche. She was apparently fighting against her age with all her might, but unfortunately it didn't seem as though she was very successful at that.

She wore glasses with gold chains and gem inlays. If you were to describe her in a few words, she had the typical appearance of a 『snobbish old bat』. [efn_note]The author used here "zamasu obasan." She actually talks by adding zamasu at the end of her sentences, too. It's a common trope character when depicting stuck up, middle-aged women. In anime you will sometimes encounter female teachers with smug haircuts wearing glasses and a suit, who represent this archetype.[/efn_note]

It was the first time that I learned about such a person actually existing in real life, and not just novels.

If compared to her, Lisa was still far more acceptable...but that's only if you were to compare them.



"I'm called Helga von Stiel. I'm the wife of Viscount Stiel."



"(What!?)"



Another thing I'm hearing for the first time.

No way, for a woman, who adds 『zamasu』 at the end of her sentences, to actually exist...



"(Viscount Stiel?)"



It's yet another noble name I don't know.

Or rather, as there are too many nobles, I can't remember all of them.

I don't have any intention to remember them either though.



"(Elise, do you know a Viscount Stiel?)" (Wendelin)



"(Yes, he's the vassal of Earl Belz. A famous noble of the financial affairs faction, and a very rich person.)" (Elise)



As expected of Elise, she knows the true identity of this old zamasu lady.



"It's been a while, Elise-san. Elise-san, you look just like I did in my younger days. Same as me, you have been turning increasingly beautiful." (Helga)



"""""""(You're kidding!)"""""""



Without a doubt the thoughts of everyone except for that old bat were matching.

Even if she could be rejuvenated again, and assuming she would lose weight and remove her thick make-up, she definitely won't look like Elise.

Elise glossed it over with a bitter smile, seemingly not knowing how to answer best.



"Oops, it's not like I came here today for an idle chat. In fact, I came here in regards to Leopold-chan's matter." (Helga)



"Leopold-san, you say?"



"He's my adorable son." (Helga)



I wonder what's the matter with her son?



"If it's Leopold-dono, then I rejected his application..." (Roderich)



At this point Roderich raised his voice, and everyone understood everything with that short comment.

The son of that old zamasu lady tried to work for our house, but since he was a problem child listed on the blacklist, he was turned down, and she came here to complain about that.

It looks like over-demanding parents exist in this world as well.



"The gallery should stay out of this. I'm talking with Earl Baumeister-sama." (Helga)



"Umm...Roderich is the house manager of the Earl Baumeister House, and he's also the one in charge of employment..." (Wendelin)



He's our important house manager and not some outsider.



"Oh my, that's no good. Roderich-san or whatever might be an excellent person, but it's necessary for you to look at people personally, Earl Baumeister-sama." (Helga)



"Haah..." (Wendelin)



What this old lady is saying isn't wrong.

Originally I as the family head of the Baumeister House should scrutinize the retainers to be employed.

Certainly, it's an important job of a family head.

Therefore it was my big mistake that I tried to listen to her story normally.



"Leopold-chan was rejected due to some kind of mistake. I came to correct that. Listen, okay? Our Leopold-chan is..." (Helga)



"Is?"



For more than two hours after that, we got stuck listening to her bragging about her son in front of the mansion even though we were hungry after the hunting.





◇◆◇◆





"Milord, I'm very sorry." (Roderich)



"No, there was no immediate danger." (Wendelin)



Listening to the old bat's long boasting about her son, everyone became mentally worn-out.

Roderich kept apologizing to us for not being able to prevent her endless bragging.



"Big Sis?" (Katia)



"..."



Lisa looked at us next to His Highness as his guard after buttering up to him with her old man's wisdom, but even she hadn't anticipated the appearance of that zamasu lady.

Being forced to listen to her for two hours together with us, she looked completely exhausted.



"It would have been a problem if you couldn't prevent that old lady even though she was a danger to Wend, but it's not like that was the case." (Ina)



"But, Ina-sama." (Roderich)



"She was surely mentally exhausting. Although I'm a woman as well, I wonder why she can talk for such a long period of time?"



Ina cannot help but be mystified how she could have spoken for such a long period of time.



"That was amazing, wasn't it? For more than two hours, it was all about bragging about Leopold-chan."



Luise, who was relatively lively, mentioned the greatness of that old bat.

It was a perfectly passionate story.

A grand, epic tale about Leopold-chan, from his birth until today.

I ended up wondering whether it wouldn't fit into a two hours drama slot on television.

Of course, only if it's the truth, but well, I guess it's only natural to dramatize a bit in a story.

Though I don't have any motivation to investigate...what parts had been dramatized...



"Thanks to her, we learned quite a lot about Leopold-chan. We have become Leopold-chan experts." (Wilma)



"""""""Pfft!"""""""



Everyone burst into laughter due to Wilma's comment which had just the right timing.

Certainly, if a Leopold-chan certificate existed, we might now be able to aim for elementary level with surplus, or even intermediate level.

If we did our best and aimed for an advanced level, we would become splendid Leopold-chan-ists.



"It's pointless to even memorize such useless knowledge. For some reason it's stuck in my head, though..."



"Katharina, it's because of that zamasu lady."



Even though we didn't even want to listen to her story, the ability to launch a preemptive strike of that zamasu lady was nothing to scoff at.

And, once we started listening to the story, we weren't permitted to withdraw from there easily.

I think that's a kind of talent.

Her way of talking that imprints the content into one's memory against one's will is also terrifying.

It makes me think that she would be a fine school teacher.



"The story of how Leopold-chan rescued his cousin from a stray dog at the tender age of three was deeply moving." (Therese)



"Even though you were present as well, you are amazing in a certain sense, Therese-san."



As she was a former Duchess of the Empire, Therese had been involved with long, fervent meetings.

You could also say that she had nerves of steel.

Though, it's probably true that she hasn't read the mood at all.



"I was present as well..."



"That's true...to His Highness, that lady..." (Katharina)



And, the zamasu lady made His Highness listen to her speech as well.

Did she maybe not notice His Highness?

As a matter of fact, Katharina apparently forgot about His Highness for a moment as well, and glossed it over with an unnatural way of speaking.

Well, it was the same for me too, but this is nothing I could admit.



"The impact of that old lady was too strong..."



The presence of that zamasu lady was too big. I'm sure His Highness presence was painted over by hers.



"It looks like something serious happened. Dinner has been prepared, so please come inside." Amalie encouraged us to eat dinner after coming back.



Originally we had planned to cook the game we caught at our hunt, but thanks to that old lady, we had no time to hand over the game to the mansion's cooks. I had them cook and serve hunted game that had been caught by my retainers beforehand.



"Thy Highness, it looks like thee know that lady?" (Therese)



"I guess it's obvious to you, milady...well, she's famous. That wife of Viscount Stiel is..."



I thought there might be many among the thousands of noble houses in the Kingdom that His Highness didn't know, but he knew about the wife of Viscount Stiel.



"It's because she stands out."



"Makes sense."



I guess you wouldn't be able to forget such a person after meeting them once.

In contrast to His Highness, she totally stands out.

The wife of Viscount Stiel seems to be quite a remarkable character.



"A long time ago, the Viscount Stiel House's financial situation had been deteriorating. In order to somehow deal with that, they welcomed her as the wife of the present family head."



The objective was assistance and a big dowry from the wife's family, but Viscount Stiel's wife herself is apparently someone with great resourcefulness.



"His wife is a professional moneylender."



"I have heard rumors about that, too."



"Well, I guess if it comes to Cardinal Hohenheim, it's only natural for him to have been aware of this..."



There are times when nobles urgently need a large amount of money at any costs.

Viscount Stiel's wife is skilled at finding such nobles. She has a talent in gaining interests by lending them that money quietly.

This secrecy of hers is her selling point. Viscount Stiel's wife never reveals the information of her customers.

Since nobles possess a high pride, they don't want others to know about their money borrowing.

Even if the interest is somewhat high, they will feel at ease as it won't be leaked to others if they lend money from Viscount Stiel's wife.

For that reason there are few nobles who criticize her or make an enemy out of her.

After all they would be troubled if they couldn't have her lend them money in case something urgent came up.



"Because of that, the Viscount Stiel House was able to reorganize their financial situation. But..."



The people of the Viscount Stiel House have become unable to speak up against the wife, even including the family head.

It seems to be a noble house where the wife stands at the top to the extreme, which is rare in this world.



"It's because Viscount Stiel is a mediocre, inconspicuous man..."



"That's true. He's a very obedient person."



Elise has seen Viscount Stiel as well, but she doesn't know what kind of person he is since he doesn't stand out.



"If I remember correctly, that lady is his only wife." (Elise)



According to Elise' information, he pays attention to his wife and there isn't even a single concubine.



"Rather than him not standing out, it's just that this old lady stands out too much..."



No one will forget her, if they have seen her once.

That is the extent of an extreme impact she gave us.



"You could say so."



"Your Highness, why is that old lady so insistent about her son entering government service? They have money, don't they?" (Wilma)



Now that she mentions it, that's certainly true.

I feel like she could somehow handle her son's job at a noble house with the connections she created through her moneylending.



"It's like this, Wilma-dono, Leopold-dono is the sixth man."



That zamasu lady seems to be really the mother of six young men.



"The inheriting eldest son, the second son who entered a branch family as husband, the third son who entered the noble house of relatives as husband, and the fourth as well fifth son whose governmental posts have been decided."



"So just the sixth man is no good?"



"Since he's the youngest, it looks like she's favoring him to an abnormal degree. I heard she was zealously looking for a good governmental post for him."



Even though she possesses a wonderful resourcefulness as moneylender, she can't render a normal judgment about the son she loves so dearly.

That's why she's trying to somehow secure a safe future for him, and as a result of her going on a rampage, parent and child were put on the blacklist.

For not only the son, but even the mother to be recorded on the blacklist...



"Is it the mother's fault...?" (Wendelin)



"That's something I don't really know." (Roderich)



"Huh? You did at least an interview with him, didn't you Roderich?" (Wendelin)



"I'm sorry. Since he's on the list, I rejected his application as soon as it was delivered." (Roderich)



It's not like there aren't any other people. I suppose Roderich doesn't have the spare time to pay attention to personnel recorded on the blacklist...



"We will probably know once we actually meet him, but..."



"Eh? We’re going to meet him, Roderich?" (Wendelin)



"Didn't you nod your head when you were entreated by Viscount Stiel's wife, milord?" (Roderich)



"Huh? I did? Then I will meet him in person?" (Wendelin)



"That's how it is." (Roderich)



Since I ignored the end as the talk of the old zamasu bat was too long, I had apparently approved her petition of giving her son another employment examination without being conscious of it.

If she made such a long speech while aiming for that, she's an old bat I have to be careful about.



"Well, I suppose it's fine..."



I glossed it over by acknowledging the new interview while pretending to be large-hearted, but in reality I had just gotten worn-out by the story of that zamasu lady. I decided to keep it a secret that I had unconsciously nodded my head in agreement.



"Bah! Even though I finally managed to get close to Earl Baumeister by buttering up to His Highness; that old hag!" (Lisa)



As even Lisa lost in presence to Viscount Stiel's wife, she couldn't do anything even while being close to me, not being able to achieve any kind of results at the present time.





＊　　　＊　　　＊





The next day I had the interview with the son of that old zamasu lady.

Even though it would have been fine after His Highness returned to the capital...but since I apparently ended up saying that it would be fine to hold it today, I guess I reap what I sowed.

His Highness said that he would observe the interview while seemingly having fun, and Lisa looked coldly at it all while standing behind him.

In her mind she should be hurling masses of insults at Viscount Stiel's wife right now.

Even so, I felt slight sympathy towards the son as he might suffer from all the extreme meddling of that old zamasu lady.

That empathy vanished after merely a few minutes, though.



"I'm Leopold von Stiel. To see through the talents hidden within me, you're unexpectedly sharp-sighted, Earl Baumeister-dono."



The youngest child of the Viscount Stiel House, who seems to be in the latter half of his teens, had a condescending attitude from the first greeting.

Even though he's the one looking for employment, he seems very prideful for some reason.



"I think Roderich-dono is a relatively apt person, but if you allow me to comment, I think he has many naive aspects. If you leave things to me, I will speed up the development project by around 20%." (Leopold)



I recalled a self-proclaimed management consultant I got to know in my previous life.

He declared that he was full of ideas, would drastically cut the labor costs, and would definitely boost the sales and profit ratio, if it was entrusted to him, but he never mentioned how exactly he intended to do all that.

Let alone wasting the consultation fee after being deceived, there were even some who had their stores closed down because of him. I remember that he was treated as a person requiring special attention in the industry.



"Even though I may appear like this, I strove in my studies since childhood, and did everything I could to acquire various knowledge. How about you, Earl Baumeister-dono?" (Leopold)



I read books in the study, but afterwards I went out to the Savag─── oops, concentrated on studying magic.



"That won't do. Earl Baumeister-dono, you will become a leading noble in the Kingdom from now on. You have to acquire education and mingle with many nobles." (Leopold)



The things this Leopold youngster is saying aren't wrong, but still, he's annoying.

Before I was sent into this world, such people were described as 『overly conscious types』. [efn_note]It describes young people who are excessively certain of their own productivity albeit lacking anything to show for that, and who spin their wheels while being too proactive[/efn_note]

But 『overly conscious types』 is no praise by any means.

If it's a 『person with a high awareness』, that might be a praise, though.

During the interview, Leopold continued to one-sidedly talk about himself.

The face of Roderich, who stood next to me, turned into a noh mask.



"The future Baumeister Earldom has to seriously consider its relationship with the Empire. Young talents like me will create something new with people of the same position in the Empire." (Leopold)



That 『something』, just what is that supposed to be?

It's far too abstract...I'd like someone to tell me.



"The Earl Baumeister House's association with the western lords is weak. I will change that by talking with them since I have many acquaintances there." (Leopold)



Do you really have such connections...?

Or rather, why aren't you working for a western lord then?



"It's what I think, but..." (Leopold)



Even after that Leopold's insubstantial yapping continued.

We ignored it and killed some time.

I think the sole salvation is that Lisa, who got closer to me in order to spy around, was led around by the nose by Leopold, too.

When I incidentally peeked at Katia, she looked relieved since Lisa was staying quiet.

That means, compared to Lisa's use of force, it was still better to just ignore Leopold's abstract arguments.



"Thank you very much for your efforts today. You will be informed about the results of the interview in the near future."



"Earl Baumeister-dono, by employing me and assigning me to a responsible post, this Baumeister Earldom will change. Dramatically." (Leopold)



Leopold showed a smile that felt like 『Twinkle』 while winking, bringing our irritation to a peak.



"(Somehow, I really wanna wallop him one...)"



"(You hold back on that.)"



I can immediately relate to Erw's feelings, but it would cause an uproar if a retainer of the Baumeister House beat up the son of another noble.



"(Like parent, like child, right?)" (Roderich)



Roderich has no mercy with him either.

The way of talking being annoying is certainly the same for both, parent and child.



"(Let me ask just in case...)"



"(Any further talks with those two are pointless by now.)"



I might have endured it if I were a humble salaryman, but right now I'm Earl Baumeister.

I'd like them to let me at least exercise my right to not meet those two anymore.



"(In other words, he's rejected.)"



I promised to hold another interview, but I haven't mentioned with a single word that I would hire him.

I decided to reject Leopold, but even though he should have just gone back home obediently after having had his fill of saying whatever he liked, he had to notice her presence of all things.

Right, Lisa in her flashy outfit standing behind the inconspicuous crown prince.



"Your Highness?" (Leopold)



"What is it, Leopold-dono?"



Even such an annoying fellow interacted with His Highness, using a polite tone.

Because he's such a man of character, His Highness didn't blame Leopold for not greeting him at the time when he entered the room, which he probably missed because His Highness doesn't stand out, or because Leopold was a far more rude fellow than expected.



"Is the person behind you your guard?" (Leopold)



"I have been told by my close aides that my protection is weak this time, and thus they requested an excellent magician as guard from the adventurer guild. I'm satisfied since she's a considerably skilled person."



Given that Lisa is a woman as well, it's impossible for her to not feel happy after being praised by His Highness.

She turned a triumphant expression mostly towards Katia.



"Ugh..." (Katia)



Katia felt dejected by it, though.

However, in the next instant, the stupid, overly conscious Leopold not only incurred the anger of Lisa, who had been silent, but began to thoughtlessly trample all over her pride.



"Excellent magician, you say?" (Leopold)



"That's right."



"That's no good, Your Highness. Your Highness' reputation will take a big hit if you allow such a night moth to stay at your side." (Leopold)



"Night moth..."



Considering it's Leopold, it's an unusually correct expression, or rather, a very specific term, but exactly for this reason, it provoked Lisa's wrath in reverse.

I think it spoiled all her feigned ignorance until now, but she looked at Leopold with the expression of a Yaksha.



"Your Highness, you're a great man who will become the next king. If you place an unrefined old hag with bad fashion sense at your side - no matter how much skill she might possess - those around you will say, 『His Highness is a strange one; to make a move on such an old witch』, 『He has been desiring a peculiar woman from time to time?』, and 『Even so, his taste are far too bad』." (Leopold)



Leopold's words aren't wrong, but they will become an explosive trigger for a huge counterattack by Lisa that might swoop down on Leopold next.



"(To make the kind of statement which is the most taboo for Big Sis...I have nothing to do with this.)" (Katia)



What a coincidence, Katia. I have nothing to do with this either.

After all the room temperature had fallen already and it had become unpleasantly cold. His Highness' retainers looked at Lisa's face and became pale.

Since she had skilfully feigned friendliness until now, her speech and conduct seemed normal, if you leave her appearance out of the quotation, but now that behavior of her had come off.



"""Hiii!""" His Highness' retainers screamed.



The vase placed on top of the table broke alongside a cracking sound.

It's probably because the water within froze and expanded all of a sudden.

Even the flowers put into the vase were frozen. They fell on the table and broke apart like glass work.



"I...don't have such a relationship with her. I employed her as guard purely for her excellent skills as a magician..."



His Highness tried to somehow soothe Lisa's anger.



"Even if you say so, the lower masses always pay attention to Your Highness' conduct. If you walk around while talking such vulgar old hag along, Your Highness' popularity will suffer. Having said that...wearing such an outfit in spite of knowing better since she's old enough; she must be unmarried. It's impossible that her husband or children wouldn't say anything, if she was actually married!" (Leopold)



But, His Highness' effort was in vain. Of all things, Leopold, the party concerned here, didn't understand anything at all and continued speaking as if to add even more oil to the fire.

In the end, Leopold stays true to his own nature.

Leopold talks arrogantly as if to say 『I see through everything』, but he doesn't seem to see through Lisa's anger.



"Before protecting His Highness, it would be better if you properly followed your own life plan. What a clever thing you said, me." (Leopold)



In the next moment we felt as though we had heard the sound of something snapping which should normally be impossible.



"Are you done?" (Lisa)



Lisa quietly asked Leopold.



"With my sharp observations about you? Yeah, doesn't the sharpness stem from 『Good Advice is harsh to the ear』. A great person of my caliber will end up saying quite the harsh things. Don't mind it since I don't have any evil intent." (Leopold)



"Hmmmm, you have no evil intent, eh?" (Lisa)



"Yes, after all I'm a kind person who gives proper advice to an old hag who doesn't matter to me at all. Even such an aspect of me is fated to guarantee my future success..." (Leopold)



"No fucking way, you little, shitty mother-con!" (Lisa)



Apparently having finally reached her limit, Lisa shouted at Leopold.

As everyone considered Lisa to be correct on this observation, we all nodded in agreement.



"Don't fuckin' say whatever you like. I don't give a flying shit whether you some noble's brat or whatever, but I absolutely can't stand looking at such insincere shits like you! I'm gonna freeze your sorry ass right now and here!" (Lisa)



Once Lisa, who had completely snapped, took a step forward, cold air assailed Leopold.

Probably because of her excessive anger, her control of the cold has become insufficient.



"Hii! If you do something to me, mama won't forgive you!" (Leopold)



"What a fuckin' pathetic piece of shit..." (Lisa)



"(Relying on his mother when push comes to shove?)"



Erw whispered.



"If you offend my mama, you will be out of work!" (Leopold)



"Viscount Stiel's wife, huh...? She seems quite influential and has many noble acquaintances, aight?" (Lisa)



"That's right. Thus, if something happens to me, you won't be able to get any work from many nobles! It's only smart to not harm me!" (Leopold)



It's great that he pissed off Lisa...finally ripping off her sheep's clothing, but he relied on his mother and her network of noble acquaintances because he can't cope with it himself, and moreover got cold feet due to the chilly air. When his body and voice started to tremble, we couldn't hold back our laughter.



"(That guy is talking trash, isn't he hubby?)" (Katia)



"(Well he's no adventurer nor an excellent magician.)" (Wendelin)



Katia and I both confirm that it's nonsense even if he threatens Lisa.



"So? Are you scared?" (Leopold)



"Hah? Just what are you yapping about, you mother-con chicken?" (Lisa)



"Such insults against me! If I tell mama..." (Leopold)



"Do as you like! There are countless noble houses in the Kingdom! Even if I'm hated by Viscount Stiel's wife and her little clique, I can get as much work from other nobles as I like since I possess the necessary skills! I'm already tired of seeing your retarded face." (Lisa)



Once she went this far, Lisa pondered for a few seconds and then revealed a nasty smile, revealing her inner feelings.



"I really wanna hear that hag when you're screaming like a strangled chicken...I will hang you up in the place that stands out the most. Have a peace of mind. I've no interest in becoming a murderer either. Now then, I guess I will start with freezing you." (Lisa)



"Hii!" (Leopold)



Afterwards it developed almost like everyone had expected.

Leopold tried to get away on the spot, but there was no way for Lisa to allow that.

His feet were frozen right away and he was used as a seedy-looking object of art to decorate the front gate of the Earl Baumeister House’s mansion.

Leopold, who came to an interview with us, has been exposed to public disgrace in front of my mansion.

I thought that I might get scolded by Viscount Stiel's wife for this as well, but for or better or worse, Lisa took that part into consideration.



"In front of the front gate of the Earl Baumeister House’s estate is outside the grounds of Earl Baumeister's estate, so it has nothing to do with the Earl. Take this!"



Next she stuck a paper to the forehead of Leopold then and there:



『This is the punishment for the foolish son of Viscount Stiel for insulting remarks handed out by Lisa Klement Ulrike Extral!』



Lisa wrote that on the paper patch to explicitly declare that it had been her personally who had punished Leopold.



"What's going on?"



"Looks like some stupid noble son did something."



"So he was punished by a famous magician, huh?"



The people who discovered Leopold who couldn't move as his lower body half and both arms were covered by ice, read the paper patch written by Lisa and chatted about it amongst each other.



"Big Sis..." (Katia)



"Humph! Even if Viscount Stiel's wife keeps an eye on me, I just got to increase the work of other nobles! He's a fool for not being able to understand as much!" (Lisa)



Lisa said while glancing at Leopold.

Certainly, if it was an adventurer without significant skills, they might be in trouble if they are on the bad side of a noble, but if it's someone as remarkable as Lisa, they won't be troubled at all.

No matter how much influence Viscount Stiel’s wife might have, it's not like she has a connection to all several thousand noble houses of the Kingdom.

Rather, those nobles that are hostile towards Viscount Stiel might be delighted that it will be easy for them to request Lisa's help.

That's why the threats of Leopold were pointless, but I guess that's nothing that matters to him right now.

After all he has been turned into an exposition object for Baulburg's residents.



"Leopold-chan has───!" (Helga)



And as expected, she felt anxious about her beloved son.

Viscount Stiel's wife, who just showed up at the expected time of the interview's end, screamed after seeing Leopold frozen in front of my mansion.



"Aaaahahaha! She screams just like a toad!" (Lisa)



"Katia, your teacher has a really bad character, doesn't she?" (Ina)



"Only to those hostile towards her, though." (Katia)



Lisa burst into laughter after seeing Helga screaming due to her son's pitiful state.

Watching that, Ina withdrew, but Katia eagerly covered up for Lisa by saying she wouldn't do something like that to someone who hasn't done anything wrong.

Going by Katia's behavior, I think Lisa isn't normally such a bad person.

Once things develop like this, no one can apparently stop her anymore, though.



"You bitch! What have you done to our Leopold-chan?" (Helga)



"What a pesky toad hag! It would be better if you cooled your anger down a bit...his head hasn't cooled down yet." (Lisa)



Lisa instantly created an ice hat with magic in the air and put it on Leopold's head.



"Now it's alright." (Lisa)



"Mamaaaaa! It's cooold───!" (Leopold)



"What have you done! I will arrange it so that you won't be able to work as an adventurer anymore!" (Helga)



"Just try if you wanna!" (Lisa)



"Kiii───! You crazy bitch!" (Helga)



"I don't wanna be told that by a toad." (Lisa)



Lisa and Helga continued the low-leveled bickering while ignoring us.

They kept going for around half a day until the ice restraining Leopold melted.

And His Highness had returned to the capital before that, but I think he has deeply memorized to never employ Lisa again.

I'm sure that's because he became aware of how difficult it is to deal with Lisa's eccentric behavior, but that didn't have any influence on Lisa either.
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